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The topics for discussion picked by this group were “Funding” and “Community 
Needs Assessment” 
 
Ideas included the following: 
 
FUNDING 
• Advocate to Federal Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) for more funding 
• Tap into Area Agencies on Aging (AAA) funding for serving refugees 
• Tap into various foundation monies for funding 
• More collaboration of provider agencies to apply for available funding 
• Attend Aging Advisory Council Meetings 
• Provider agencies need to practice “best practices” in order to achieve a high 

standard of operation  
• Check into the State Department of Transportation for available funding – 

attend their public hearings 
• Encourage ORR to change their formula for funding in terms of a refugee’s 

time in the United States and age (relax the age from 60 to 50 or 55) 
• Advocate for allocated funding for the Elderly versus discretionary funding 

(i.e., like Refugee Employment Social Services (RESS) funding) 
• Research the National Council on Aging for funding 
• Search the internet for aging related sources of funding 
• Get e-mails from all the symposium participants and anyone else related to 

the Elderly Refugee Program.  Then when sending e-mails to Councilmen – 
also send carbon copies to all elderly service provider agencies so the 
Councilmen will see how many agencies are involved in this type of program 

 
COMMUNITY NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
• Get the needs from the community – When refugees arrive in the United 

States, they are not sure initially what they need, but as time goes on, needs 
are recognized.   

• Assessment should be done on a regular basis 
• Create a uniform petition to be used among all service providers to identify 

refugee needs and status and submit to ORR and local politicians 


